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Plain and Eaſy Account 


OF THE 


FALL or MAN. 


She — 
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S IX, 4 

OU deſire to know my 
Thoughts concerning the 
Moſaic Hiſtory of the Fall: A 
Subject, you &. which has em- 
ployed the Attention and Labours | 
of the Learned and Religious in all 
Ages, and yet is ſtill expoſed to 
the malicious Attacks of conceited, 


and ſenſual, Unbelievers. 
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© T ſhall readily agree to your Re- 
queſt : For I cannot help conſider- 
ing this great Event, as one of the 
moſt intereſting, and important, 
in all the Sacred Writings. It 1s 
one of the firſt Links of that great, 
Chain which connects us with the 
Deity : And the chief Foundation, 
upon which our future Hopes, as 
well as the Knowledge of our pre- 
{cnt State, depend. 


But before I proceed, I muſt firſt 
take Notice, that thoſe various Ex- 
poſitions you hint at have, in my 


Opinion, greatly increaſed the Dith- 


culties with which this Tranſaction 
ſeems to labour; and have even 
afforded new Matter of Doubt, or 
Ridicule. And this will always be 
the Conſequence, when Men at- 
tend more to their Prejudices and 
Paſſions, than to the plain and ob- 
vious Meaning of the Scriptures; 
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1431 
and loſe Sight, as they often do, 
of the ſacred Text, in Purſuit of 
their own partial Nang | 


The Writings of Moſes, as of 
all the inſpired Authors, are every 
where the beſt Interpreters of them- 
ſelves. My Bufineſs therefore, in 
the following Sheets, ſhall be to 
conſider the Story of the Fall, in 
the plain and ſimple Dreſs in which 
it is there preſented; to keep cloſe 
to the Letter of the Relation, and 
to ſhew it's Conſiſtency and Proba- 
bility, without the Aid of any fo- 


reign e e or forced Con- 
jecture. | 


I would dds firſt obſerve, chile 
both the Reality and Veriſi mili- 
tude of the Hiſtory of the Fall of 

Man is grounded upon the Apoſta- 
ſy and Puniſhment of the rebelli- 


ous' Angels. It is true indecd, 
1 Mo ofes 
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[ 4). 
Moſes has made no mention of this 
Tranſaction. But if we examine 
the Purpoſes for which his Writ- 
ings were deſigned, we {hall have no 


Cauſe to wonder at his Silence up- 


on this Subject, 


Before the Time of Mo/es, God 


had not communicated any writ- 


ten Law to Mankind. He had 


indeed from time to time reveal- _ 


ed his Power, and his Will, to 
ſome particular Men ; but this 
alone was not ſufficient to procure 
a due Obedience to his Will, or a 
proper Acknowledgment of his 


Power. As Men became. farther 
removed from the Origin of their 


Being, the Traces of their Depen- 


dence on one ſovereign Creator 
ew more faint ; their Reaſon was 


bewildered, and ſought for Refuge 
in the moſt affrightful Idolatry. 


Even the Deſcendents of the pious 
| Abraham 
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Abraham were infected with the 
neral Blindneſs, It was then 
that God ſent Moſes; to re- 
deem the World, and particu- 
larly his elected People, from ſo 
much Extravagance and Impiety ; 
and to recall them to the Worſhip 
of the one ſupreme Being, the 
Author, and Protector, and Yuniſh- 
er of Man. To effect this great 
Purpoſe, it was neceſſary to find 
out ſomething more fixed and 
durable than Tradition; which, 
as Experience had fatally evinced, 
was inſufficient to preſerve the 
Memory of divine Truths. Moſes 


therefore collected into Writing 


che Hiſtories of the firſt Men; 

of Adam, Noah, rabam and 
his Children; whale Lives were 
but one l Recital of the 


wonderful Acts of the Deity, and 


of his Communication with the 


World. For the Truth of his 


Relation, 
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[ 6 ] 

Relation, he appealed to the Places 
where theſe great Scenes were fran- 
ſacted, and where the Memorials 
of them might ſtill be viewed : 
Such were the Wells digged, and 
Altars raiſed, by the Patriarchs ; 

the Seats of their Habitation ; the 
Repoſitories of their Bones; and 
the Mountains and Hills, which 
had been ſanctified by that Deſcent 


of Angels. To theſe Traditions 


he ſubjoined what God had . more 
recently effected for the Delive- 


rance and Safety of his People: 
the sea divided by a Word, for 


their Eſcape; and remanded to its 
Place, to overwhelm their Enemies: 
The Flame of Fire, that went be- 
fore them in their Journey ; the 
Rock cleft aſunder, and Water 
iſſuing from it; together with 
numberleſs other Miracles to which 


their Eye- ſight had hs 7 
tionable Teſtimony. 


Thus 
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Thus the Power of God was 
eſtabliſhed beyond all Doubt: and 
the Belief of this Power was the 
Foundation upon which the Law 
was built. But as the Minds of 
Men had been long inſlaved to the 
Impreſſions of the Senſes, and were 
alſo continually expoſed to the 
Suggeſtions of Obſtinacy and Pride, 
in order to remedy thoſe Defects 
it was neceflary not only to give 
a fuller and more adequate Con- 
ception of the Deity, and to de- 
ſcribe him, as he is, a pure and 
independent Spirit, full of Wiſdom, 
Intelligence, and Goodneſs, creat- 
ing the Univerſe by his Word, 
and changing it at his Will; but 
alſo to repreſent Mankind in their 
original, dependent, State; pro- 
duced, with the World, out of 
nothing; ; made capable indeed of 
1 and placed in the En- 


joyment 
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[8] 
joyment of it; but ſoon, through 
wiltul Diſobedience, loſing it; and, 
from that fatal Moment, incum- 
bered with various Weakneſſes, 
Wants, and Imperfections; and 
continually indebted to the firſt 
forming Hand for their Exiſtence 
and Support. 


Such in general was the Deſign, 
and ſuch is the Subſtance, of the 
Moſaic Writings. The Creation of 
the Solar Syſtem, the Formation 
of Man, his Condition upon Earth, 
the Propagation of his Species, 
the Origin of Nations, are there 
delivered with all the Marks of 
the moſt preciſe and ſcrupulous 
Exactneſs. But the Subject led 
no farther. The other Works of 
the Creator, as infinite perhaps as 
his Perfections, were not deemed 
neceſſary to be known by Man. 
His Obligations and his . 
FO £ \ 18 
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his Incitements to Obedience and 

to Love, were to be derived from 

no other Source than from the 1 
3 of God, _ of Himſelf. 


But you age will 735 har 
if, as J ſuppoſe, - the original Se- 
du was contrived and com- 
paſſed by any Beings diſtinct from | 
the Inhabitants of the Earth, ſome (| 
| Knowledge of this Claſs of Beings = 
at leaſt ſhould have been commun. 
nicated to Mankind. 'How *elſe 
could they underſtand the Moſaic ; 
Story of the Fall? or- how con- | 
jecture, that the Serpent was in- 
formed, and actüated, by an in- . 
vikble” intelligent, Sp irit ? The 
Triith is; Mankind were already A 
fufficiently acquainted . both with | 
the Nature and Employment” of | 
thoſe Beings. And one manifeſt, | 
_ inconteſtible Proof of this F a& 

that, * the Traditions = 
C concern- 
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concerning the one ſupreme, good, 


. perfect Deity, were very ſoon 

orrupted in the World, and his 
Wor! ip loſt, yet thoſe relating ta 
the Exiſtence . Evil Spirits, as 
well as to their Power and Inclina- 
tion to do Harm to Man, were 
always ſo clearly and conſtantly 
— and attended to, that they 
gave Riſe to ſome of the moſt no- 
torious Kinds of 2 in the 
earlieſt Times, and in ſubſequent 
Ages furniſhed Reaſons in Defence 
of the ſame abominable and aſe. 
leſs Practice. 


Thus, you he, the Silence of 
Me gſes upon this Point is eaſily ac- 
counted for: at leaſt you will 
allow, that, after theſe Conſidera- 
tions, it never can have Weight 
enough to make us reject a Fact, 
of which the other Parts of Scrip- 
ture afford the fulleſt, and moſt 
abundant 


L! 
abundant, Confirmation. I do not 
indeed remember, that we are any 
where very expreſsly informed, what 
was the original Condition of the 
bad Angels, or what the Cireum- 
ſtances of their Crime. But thus 
much may be collected with Certain- 
ty from the ſacred Writers: That 
they were Beings of a pure, and 
ſpiritual Nature; but imperfect, 
becauſe created: That they revolt- 
ed from their Allegiance, and were 
thruſt down from their Rank in 
the Creation: That their Hegra- 
dation was attended by an imme- 
diate, and total, Alteration of their 
Nature; their ihnate Dignity be- 
ing changed into Pride, their Wiſ- 
dom into Cunning, their Benevo- 
lence. and Goodneſs into Envy, 
Diſcontent, and Malice : and wi 
ly, that the Deity did not wholly 
reſtrain them from ca:rying into 
Execution the black and miſchie- - 
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[ 12 ] 
vous Suggeſtions of their. rebellious 
Minds ; - but permitted them, no 
doubt for wiſe and juſt Purpoſes; 
to interrupt the Order of his new 
Creation, and trouble the Repoſe 
of Man, 


Upon this Principle * let us 
proceed to conſider the Circu m- 
ſtances of the Fall. | 


When the Heavens and the 
Earth were finiſhed, then God 
created Man: to intimate to us, 
that the Heavens and the Earth 
were deſigned for Man's Uſes, and 
Delight ; -and that his Frame and 
Com poſition. were more excellent 
and noble than the moſt {ſplendid 
Parts of the material World. 


This new-made Creatu re, form- 
ed after the Image and Reſem- 
blance of the Deity, endued with 

Reaſon, 


L 13.0 
Reaſon, ö and Intelli 


gence, ard united, in ſome Sort, 
by thoſe Faculties to the Powter 


That gave them, ſeemed to poſſeſs, 


in a peculiar Manner, the Atten- 
tion and Favour of his Creator. 


A Fu en of the Earth made 
choice of by God himſelf, and 


.enriched with all the Shew of 


Beauty and Fertility, a Garden 
planted by the divine Hand, is 
aſſigned him for his Pleaſure and 


1 and Woman was creat- 
ed; his Partner in Society, and 
Joint- parent of all the F amilies of 
the World. | 


_ Happineſs, however, in a rati- 
onal Being was to be the Reſult 
of Choice. It pleaſed God to im- 
poſe a Precept, as a Mark of his 
own Sovereignty, and Teſt of Man's 
Obedience. A Precept, annexed 
af with 
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th * Ob; 
wi t Propriety to an Object 
of 2 c A theſe — 
the Incentives, as well as Inſtru- 
ments, of the Will. A Precept, of 
ſo gentle and eaſy Obligation, that 
the very Nature of the Prohibition 
ſeemed to aſſure to Man a Conti- 
nuance of his happy State. 


It doubtleſs might have conti- 
nued to the End of Time; if his 
plain and unſuſpecting Reaſon had 


not fallen a Captive to the preſ- 


ſing Artifices of a Being accuſtom- 
ed to Diſobedience. The Chief 


of thoſe rebellious Spirits, whoſe 


Faculties were now all turned to 


_ Miſchief, figured to himſelf ſome 


kind of Conſolation, if he could 


by any Means deface this favourite 


Workmanſhip of Heaven, and. 
make Man the Sharer and Com- 
panion both of his Crime and 


That 
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That be might hold noee 8 
Commerce wich a Being - whoſe 
Perceptions were derived from 


Senſe, it was neceſſary to aſſume 
a ſenſible Form, And the Ser- 
pent, more ſagacious than any 
Beaſt of the Field, is made choice 
of as the moſt proper * 
for this Deceit. 


But let us conſider the Diſcourſe 


and Conduct of the Lis 1 | 


and confeſs, that the Suggeſtions, 
by which our firſt Parents were 


deluded, came not from them- 
ſelves. © Is it then true indeed; 
e that in the Garden there is any 


6 Tree, of which God has for- 
1 bidden you to eat? Obſerve, 
that Eve could not be ſo ignorant 
of the divine Command, or ſo 
unacquainted with her. own Con- 


dition as to aſk Herſelf this Queſ- 


tion. 
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tion. But how abſurd is this 
Prohibition ? and how groundleſs 


% are your Fears concerning it?“ 


The Reaſonableneſs of the Precept 


is firſt called in queſtion; and 


Doubt prepares the Way to Diſobe- 


dience. © Permit me better to 
& jnſtruct you in the Qualities « of 
«this Fruit, with whieh I am 
« well acquainted, though you, 
< it ſeems, are a Stranger to them. 
*I this Fruit ſo fatal and fo de- 
66 ſtructive, that the Taſte of it 
« ſhould be attended with certain 
« Death? Te ſhall not ſurely die. 
The Virtues of this Tree are of 
Ka pure, and intellectual, Nature. 
« Your Eyes fhall be Fou to 
« diſcern Good and Evil: You 
* ſhall riſe above the Limits of 
« your preſent” confined; | and 
6e ſhort-fighted, Underſtanding ; 

“and your Knowledge {ſhall com- 
prehend all Nature. Ye * 
cc 2 
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« be as Gods : ſelf-aQtive, power- 


« ful, and free; unreſtrained by 
any Precept; and independent 
on any Maſter.” Eve, already 


more than half- perſuaded, ſurveys 


the Fruit with all the Eagerneſs of 
Deſire. Its Beauty ſeconded the 
Arts of the Deceiver; and ſeemed 
to promiſe S * unknown 
to other Kinds of Trees. She ga- 
thers it, and eats, and preſents it 
to her Huſband ; who, without 
the leaſt Deliberation or Delay, 
conſents to make the ſame tatal 
Trial of his Freedom. 


The 3 of their Of- 
fence was inſtant, and deplorable. 
The Eyes of Man indeed are 
opened; but can only ſhew him 
his own Guilt, and Shame. He 
finds himſelf intirely changed; and 
is ſenſible of the Depravation 3 
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[18] 
ed by Sin. His Reaſon is become 
a Slave to Appetites, whoſe Power 


he had never before acknowledg- 


ed. His Mind is weighed down 
with Remorſe and Horror. The 


Preſence of his Maker, which was 


once his Exultation and Delight, 
now fills him with Confuſion. 
But in vain does he ſtrive to hide 
himſelf from his Sight; in vain 
endeavour to extenuate his Offence. 
His very Excuſes are a Confirma- 
tion of his Guilt: and Sentence 
of Death is denounced againſt him, 


as the divine Word had promiſed. 


The Earth too is a for his 
Sake: and its Productions render- 
ed vile and ignoble, to ſuit with 
the Condition of fallen Man, 


But how heavy ſoever this Pu- 
niſhment may appear, it was light 
when compared with that pro- 

nounced 
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nounced upon the Serpent. The 


Conduct of God with reſpect to the 
Deceiver, and the ſeduced Crimi- 
nals, was very different : thereby 


| denoting, not only that the For- 


mer had ſuſtained a diſtinct and 
peculiar Part in this Tranſaction, 
but alſo ſuch a Part, as was moſt 


| offenſive to the Deity, and moſt 
| deſerving of his ſevereſt Ven- 
geance. Man therefore is admit- 


ted to ſpeak in his own Defence, 


but the Serpent condemned with- 
out Examination. And while Man 
in the midſt of Judgment is com- 


forted with the Hopes of diſtant 


Mercy, his Enemy was forewarn- 
ed of the certain, and irretriey- 
able, Deſtruction that attended 


himſelf, and his malignant Em- 


pire, fem the Seed of that very 


Woman over whom he had now 


ä baſely triumphed. 
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Such is the Story of the Fall, 


as it preſents itſelf upon the bare 
Peruſal of the ſacred Writings. The 


Circumſtances, you fee, are all 
ſtrongly marked, and intimately 
connected. You may obſerve, how 


clearly the ſeveral Agents are dil- 
tinguiſhed; how-nicely their Cha- 


racers aſcertained ; and how ſuit- 


able their Diſcourſe and Action to 
their Characters. You know too, 


that the Antiquity and Genuine- 


 _ neſs of theſe Records, as well as 
the Capacity, Fidelity, and Au- 
thority of the Writer, are ſuffici- 
ently eſtabliſhed. Whence then 


is it now become ſo faſhionable to 
reject a Hiſtory, that carries with 
it all the Marks of Truth? The 


Irregularity of the Paſſions, and the 


Miſeries of Life, have long ago con- 
vinced Mankind, that their Na- 
ture muſt have ſuffered ſome great 

Change 
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Change ſince the firſt Creation. 


But of the Cauſe of this Change 
they ſtill pretend to doubt. The 


Plainneſs and Simplicity of the 


Moſaic Story offends their Deli- 
cacy, and contradicts the Great- 
neſs of their Conceptions. They 
find it hard, it ſeems, to recon- 
cile a Precept of ſo trivial a Na- 
ture with the Majeſty of God. 
But the Source of this wrong 
Judgment is not difficult to be 
diſcovered. It is well known, 
how apt we are in all Things to 
form our Notions of Antiquity 
by Obſervations taken from the 


Times in which we live. Some- 


thing ſimilar to this obtains in 
the preſent Caſe. For, if theſe 


Men would but once ſhake off 


the Prejudices which they con- 
tract from Social Life, to 
which they are habituated from 

| the 
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22 
the Moment of their Birth; if they 
would conſider, that what They 
now perceive, feel, and ex- 
perience , muſt, almoſt in all 


reſpects, be Ake the Objects 


of Perception, Feeling, and Ex- 


perience , in our | irſt Parents; 


if they would: in ſhort, reflect 


upon the naked and ſolitary , 


as well as the pure and unde- 
praved, Condition in which Man 
from the Hands of his Crea- 


tor; they might then be eaſily con- 


vinced, that the only poſſible 


Teſt of Obedience in ſuch a Crea- 
ture muſt have been ſomething 
independent on the Moral Law ; 


ſomething ind ifferent, and conſe- 


ently trivial, in it's Nature; 
— in itſelf neither good 


2 


There are others, who amuſe 


us with a Complaint of a dif- 


ferent 


ſe 
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fererit Kind, Some Paſſages, it 


ſeems, in this Relation are beft 
interpreted in a literal, and others 
in a figurative, Senſe. But, al- 
lowing the Fact, is there in reali- 
ty any con ſaderable Weight in 
this Objection? Whence ariſes the 


N Noel that the Account muſt 


iteral, or all figurative, 


or elſe all a Fiction? The Hiſ- 


tory of the Creation is compoſed 


in the ſame mixed Style. But 


are theſe two manners of Expreſ- 


fon any where ſo confounded, as 
to make it impoſſible, or even 
difficult, to ſeparate one from the 


other? Has not each, on the con- 
trary, ſome certain, and peculiar, 
Character, by which it may be 
diſtinguiſhed ? When Moſes tells 
us, that i? had not yet rained up- 
on the Earth, who is there that 


does not underſtand this in the 


plain 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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plain and fimple Import of the 
Words? But when he immedi- 
ately ſubjoins, And tbe Lord God 
formed Man of the Duft of the 
Ground, and breathed into his Mo- 
Arils the Breath of Life, is any 
one ſo ſordid as to imagine, that 
the Almighty applied his Fingers 
to the Clay, and then gave Life 
to the new- moulded Body in the 
Manner here deſcribed? Or is all 
we underſtand by it no more than 
this; that the Human Body was 
compoſed of the ſame Materials as 
the other Parts of the viſible Crea- 
tion; but animated by a Soul, 
e Eſſence was intelligent and 


ſpiritual . 


But what if the Thing 1 here ob- 
jected to ſhould benoother than that 
very Method, which it has pleaſed 
God conſtantly and uniformly to 
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employ in all the long Courſe of 


his Communications with the 
World? This is indeed the Fact. 
The Cuſtom of Scripture through- 
out 1s to addreſs Minkind in this 
Mixture of literal and figurative 


Inſtruction. The Prophecies of 


the Old Teſtament are unintelli- 


gible, unleſs explained by this 


Method. And you may remem- 


ber in what manner Feſus Chrift 
has blended into one Deſcription, 


the Deſolation of Feru/alem and 
the Deſtruction of the wh was,” 
2 

What I have faid will, I _ 
abundantly convince you of the 
Reality, as well as Strength, of 
that Foundation, upon which 
alone the Doctrine of a Redemp- 
tion can be built. If there are 
yet left any Difficulties unex- 
amined, they are ſuch however as 
E do 


—  — - —<h— 


1 do not in the leaſt affect the Sub- 
Ii ſtance of the Story. The fame 
$160 Tempter, the fame; Crime, the 
4. fame Puniſhment, and the ſame 
1 Hopes of. Mercy, will unvariably 
16 remain: to the eternal Con- 
1 fuſion of. thoſe reſtleſs and con- 
| 5 tentious Men, who ſacrifice the 
| 1 Truth to. their Ambition of a 
| 1 Name; and who, with all their 
160 boaſted Abilities and Acquire- 

178 ments, are {till unlearned i in that 
144 temperate and © ſober Wiſdom, Y 
3118 which is the chicf, Ornament of 
1 6 
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